
1

Kathleen Ramsay

From: Laura Asermily <lasermily@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, September 13, 2017 11:18 AM

To: amy mcaninch

Cc: Jaclyn Hochreiter; Kathleen Ramsay

Subject: Re: plastic bag ban

Attachments: Charlestown Plastic Bag Reduction  Effort.pdf

Hi Amy--Thanks so much for coming to Selectboard to introduce yourself and  and idea and share the 
letter. Speaking with the grocery stores will be informing in preparation for Town meeting discussion 
in March 2018. Petition for a warned article needs to be submitted by late January. I anticipate that 
they'll say they're doing what they can by awarding credit (at Shaws 3 cents) for bringing your own 
bag, making totes available at low cost near registers, and collecting used plastic bags for recycling at 
exits. MNFC offers recycled boxes and uses paper bags at registers (though has plastic bags 
available elsewhere in store). They did a gently used recycled tote bag collection and giveaway box 
for a short time, which i suggested and I see was mentioned in the letter you shared as a 
measure.  Like the used magazine swap at the exit, it took the co-op some management to keep it 
orderly and takes up limited space and so comes and goes. They ban all bags at registers on Earth 
Day and giveaway free totes. Here is the letter from Charleston RI that was inserted into a custom 
tote with decal. You can visit www.addisoncountyrecycles.org for ideas and contacts. I've copied their 
outreach coordinator Jaclyn so she's aware of your effort. There's always writing letters to editor to 
remind them of the problem and what people can do! Best, Laura 
 
  
 

On Monday, September 11, 2017 6:47 PM, amy mcaninch <amcaninch@me.com> wrote: 
 

Laura...thank you so much for your encouragement!  I'll be there!  Amy 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
> On Sep 11, 2017, at 6:28 PM, Laura Asermily <lasermily@yahoo.com> wrote: 
>  
> This is a wonderful effort, Amy! can you come to Selectboard meeting tomorrow night tues at 7 pm 
during citizen comments which is first on agenda to explain this and ask questions? Laura 
>  
> Sent from my iPad 
>  
>> On Sep 11, 2017, at 11:21 AM, Amy McAninch <amcaninch@me.com> wrote: 
>>  
>> Dear Laura: 
>>  
>> I am a resident of Middlebury and I believe we met momentarily when the select board was 
considering the problem of 
>> the emergency road at the South Ridge development, where I live.  I am hoping you could provide 
me with a little 
>> direction or advice.  I would like very much to organize and coordinate an effort to ban plastic bags 
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in Middlebury. 
>> I recently read a letter to the editor to the Killington newspaper by a woman who achieved this in 
her town in Connecticut 
>> and I thought Middlebury would be a perfect place to make this effort—perhaps in concert with the 
Climate Economy Initiative. 
>> My understanding is that Middlebury would have to pass a bylaw….Can you point me in a 
direction? offer advice? 
>> I have on my list to post a discussion on Front Porch Forum, write a column for the Addy Indy, and 
perhaps start 
>> chatting with local businesses. 
>>  
>> I would appreciate any advice you might have from the Select Board perspective. 
>>  
>> Thanks so much for your consideration. 
>>  
>> Best Regards, 
>>  
>>  
>> Amy McAninch 
>  
> . 
 


